Poetry Terms
Poetry is the study of works written in verse form. There is normally some type of pattern, either  a rhyme scheme or a set number of words or syllables in a line, or some other noticeable pattern.

There are various types of poems including:  sonnets (14 lines), limericks (humorous poems), narrative (tell a story),  ballads (folk songs), concrete (written in the shape of the topic), haiku (three lines with a specific number of syllables in each line), free verse (no restrictions).  

Terms that are frequently used in poetry:

Figurative language:  characterized by figures of speech

1.  Alliteration:  repetition of beginning consonant sounds

2. Assonance:  repetition of vowel sounds

3. Hyperbole:  exaggeration

4. Imagery:  creating a picture using words

5. Irony:  the use of words to present the opposite of what is expected

6. Metaphor:  comparing two unlike things without using the words like or as.

7. Onomatopoeia:  words that sound like they mean

8. Personification:  giving human characteristics to non-human things

9. Rhyme Scheme:  a pattern of rhyme (aabb; abab; abca)

10. Rhythm:  regular beat of a poem

11. Simile:  comparing two unlike things using the words like or as.

12. Symbolism:  having an object or idea stand for something else.

You recite poetry all the time.  Songs are nothing more than poems put to music.  Really listen to the words being these terms.  Do not be afraid of poetry:  it’s just a story written in a different shape.

Your assignment:  You will go on a poetry term scavenger hunt through music.  Choose any eight of these terms and identify a song where they are present.  Be sure to identify the following:

1.  Title and artist of the song

2. The literature term you chose

3. How the term is present in the song

a. Example from the song (you do not have to write the whole song; only and excerpt)

b. Explanation of how the term is used in the song

c. Explain the effectiveness of the use of this term for the whole song

4. Of course, your excerpts must be school appropriate.  

You may do this assignment with a partner. 

 If you work with a partner, you only need to turn in one paper with both your names on it.

This assignment is due May 12/13.
